	Activity
	Think about…
	What we decided:

	ONE Card Game
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 A-HA! How else can these materials be used?
	· Use as a visual during demonstration
· Concentration/memory review game

· Could be an independent activity for a student to sort all of the cards that are equal to one-half (or another fractional part) into piles
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 POW! What problems might arise? What should we avoid?
	· Don’t assume that all students have played a card game before
· Inform students that the shapes do not have to be the same, just the fractional part that is represented (e.g., half of a circle is the same fractional part as half of a square)

· Let students know that they can’t move the cards as someone is choosing a card

· How will students decide who will be the dealer?

	
	
[image: image3] Take a closer look:  What AT might we use here?
	· Cardholder…buy commercial or could be made from 2 CDs?
· Bigger cards

· Stamps for representative step

	Rods
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 A-HA! How else can these materials be used?
	· Make equivalent fractions
· Add, subtract, multiply, divide fractional parts

· Compare to “whole”

· Much, much more!
· Once the student grasps the activity, s/he can do it as independent work as needed

· You could do this activity as one person drawing/representing as the other person comes up with combinations
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 POW! What problems might arise? What should we avoid?
	· Problems with sharing
· Be sure to have appropriate media for each student to create the representation (stamps, etc.)

· Explain that not every student will have the same color or number of rods

· Tracing the rods may leave marks on the rods that bother students
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	· Sandpaper to give resistance
· Troughs for the rods

· Use the tray that comes with the rods to help slide them around

· Large block graph paper to create representative picture

	Color Tiles
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 A-HA! How else can these materials be used?
	· Use as a model and represent in an interactive notebook
· Model perimeter and area

· Have students experiment with different numbers of tiles to see what fractions they can create

· Work in groups or individually
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 POW! What problems might arise? What should we avoid?
	· Drawing the representative step might be difficult; provide pre-drawn pictures or images to “select and stick”
· Lots of pieces…maybe just give what they need at the time

· Not everyone will get the same color tiles

· May take up a lot of space because of the pieces
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	· Use the metal grid board with magnetic tiles
· Glue or puff paint lines to prevent sliding on grid

· Stamps for representative step

· Students with fine motor concerns may need a laminated sheet and use a stamp to “color in” the representation OR use paper representations of 4x4, 5x5, etc. blocks to cover larger areas more easily

	Flexi-Tables
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 A-HA! How else can these materials be used?
	· As a visual model of adding and subtracting fractional parts 
· Use for counting coins

· Good independent tool/activity

· Combine with other manipulatives 
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 POW! What problems might arise? What should we avoid?
	· Problems with visual tracking 
· Motor issues (folding)

· Teach students to use the table before engaging in an instructional activity (“play time”). They need to pay attention to the divided blocks and not the visible numbers
· Make sure students know which side of the table to use for the activity
· Vinyl FlexiTables might have an odor

· Dry erase markers (used for response) have an odor

· Laminated sheets used with dry erase may look “smudged” when cleaned and bother students 

· Not all fractional equivalents will have the same number of answers
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	· Add more visual contrast (highlighter tape?)
· Highlighter to color code the “families” (thirds, fifths, etc.)

· Resistance so it doesn’t slide so much

· Improve tracking with reading frame or mask
· Stamps for representative step

	Magnetic Fraction Tiles
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 A-HA! How else can these materials be used?
	· Trace to make representational drawings
· Have students identify their own quantities to represent
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 POW! What problems might arise? What should we avoid?
	· Make sure tray is clear of all pieces

· Switch to Chunky Magnets if students have fine motor concerns

· May need a quiet mat

· Make sure tray/mat is clear of all pieces when starting a new activity or representation
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	· Raised puff paint numbers
· Stamps for representative step

	Chunky Fraction Magnets
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 A-HA! How else can these materials be used?
	· Different peers can show different representations
· Call out a fraction and have students create it
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 POW! What problems might arise? What should we avoid?
	· This activity can take up a lot of space if students need to spread all of the pieces out
· Some pieces have sharp edges

· Trays/metal boards make noise, some students may have trouble with this

· 
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	· Stamps for representative step

	Fraction Stax
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 A-HA! How else can these materials be used?
	· Explore bigger and smaller (relative size)
· Represent equations (each component as a different “stack”) 
· Work individually or in a pair with one person calling out a fraction and the other representing it
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 POW! What problems might arise? What should we avoid?
	· Keeping track of the pieces
· Challenging for a student with a visual impairment 

· Sliding makes noises
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	· Improve visibility by adding numbers to all sides, in black/high contrast color (use address labels?)
· Replace stand with a mat
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