How to Make a Bag Book
Bag books are quick and easy to make and can be made many different ways.  The simplest way is to pick a theme, fill clear sandwich size zip lock bags with appropriate materials to make up a story or a recipe, add story lines to the outside of the bag with markers or strips of paper taped to the bags and then staple and tape the bags together to make a book.  
This sample book is based on the bug theme.  

Materials Needed: small photo album from your local dollar store, sandwich size zip lock bags, stapler, wide clear packing tape, small objects and materials to include in the zip lock bags, a story typed on written on paper, scissors.  A bug book will also need about 12 bugs per book, blue or green hair gel, sand, dirt, tree bark, 1 plastic flower, and a small amount of hair from a wig or “fake hair.”
1.  Have fun and create a silly story, like this one:  
Some Bugs by the Jones Family

Some bugs are big and some bugs are small.

Some bugs are short and some bugs are tall.

Some bugs can fly and some bugs can crawl.

Some bugs just hide and do nothing at all.

Some bugs live in the grass and some live in trees.

Some bugs live on animals like itchy, itchy fleas.

Some live in the water and some live in the sand.

Some fly over flowers and that’s where they land.   Buzz, Buzz

So when you see bugs, just let them be; and they’ll be happy like you and me.

2.  Print off your story or write it on paper.  Cut the story into strips for each page.  Attach the story to the pages of the album.  Make sure to glue or tape the story so it stays put inside the album pages.  Position the story at the top of the pages.

3. Fill the sandwich size Ziploc bags with materials that relate to the story on each page.  Make sure the bags are zipped closed tightly.  There will be one bag for each page.  For the bug book, you will need

· Cover page—no bag needed

· Page 1, big bug and little bug

· Page 2, tall (long) bug and short bug

· Page 3 flying bug and crawling bug

· Page 4 any bug that likes to hide and small piece of bark to hide under

· Page 5 small amount of grass and any bug

· Page 6 small amount of “fake hair” and no bug

· Page 7 small amount of hair gel for water and a water bug

· Page 8 small amount of sand, shell (if available) and any bug

· Page 9, one small flower and a flying bug

· Page 10, any bug

4.  Fold over the top of the zip lock bag to make it a little smaller.  Use packing tape to tape the bag to the page.  

Add this book to your reading center or use it in the spring and fall for bug theme activities!  Your students can make their own bug book with their own stories too.  Just shorten the pages and staple/tape the pages together rather than creating an album.  

Have Fun!!
