
Presented	
  by	
  	
  
Kelly	
  Ligon	
  and	
  Sharon	
  Jones	
  

VDOE	
  T/TAC	
  at	
  VCU	
  



Communica)on	
  Happens	
  



 AAC	
  is	
  used	
  only	
  by	
  people	
  who	
  
cannot	
  communicate	
  verbally	
  

	
  	
  Use	
  your	
  paddle	
  to	
  mark	
  True	
  or	
  False.	
  

AAC	
  Myth	
  



 AAC	
  can	
  be	
  used	
  by	
  a	
  wide	
  variety	
  of	
  
communicators.	
  	
  We	
  all	
  augment	
  our	
  
verbal	
  communication	
  with	
  gestures,	
  
facial	
  expressions	
  and	
  so	
  forth.	
  

False	
  



 The	
  primary	
  goal	
  of	
  communication	
  is	
  
to	
  express	
  wants	
  and	
  needs.	
  

	
  	
  Use	
  your	
  paddle	
  to	
  mark	
  True	
  or	
  False.	
  

AAC	
  Myth	
  



 For	
  most	
  people,	
  in	
  most	
  situations,	
  
expressing	
  needs	
  and	
  wants	
  is	
  
secondary	
  to	
  social	
  expression.	
  	
  	
  

FALSE	
  



 Using	
  AAC	
  will	
  delay	
  speech	
  
development.	
  

	
  	
  Use	
  your	
  paddle	
  to	
  mark	
  True	
  or	
  False.	
  

AAC	
  Myth	
  



 Studies	
  show	
  that	
  the	
  use	
  of	
  AAC	
  
actually	
  improves	
  speech	
  development	
  
and	
  it	
  can	
  be	
  argued	
  that	
  it	
  improves	
  
language	
  development.	
  

False	
  



 We	
  should	
  wait	
  to	
  use	
  AAC	
  until	
  a	
  
person	
  is	
  ready	
  for	
  it.	
  

 	
  	
  Use	
  your	
  paddle	
  to	
  mark	
  True	
  or	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  False.	
  

AAC	
  Myth	
  



 Anybody	
  can	
  use	
  AAC.	
  	
  We	
  do	
  not	
  
wait	
  to	
  communicate	
  verbally	
  with	
  a	
  
typical	
  child	
  until	
  he/she	
  is	
  ready	
  to	
  
talk,	
  rather,	
  we	
  surround	
  them	
  with	
  a	
  
wealth	
  of	
  language.	
  

False	
  



 We	
  should	
  not	
  overwhelm	
  somebody	
  
with	
  access	
  to	
  too	
  many	
  symbols.	
  

	
  	
  	
  Use	
  your	
  paddle	
  to	
  mark	
  True	
  or	
  
False.	
  

AAC	
  Myth	
  



 We	
  should	
  provide	
  more	
  symbols	
  than	
  
a	
  person	
  can	
  use	
  at	
  one	
  time.	
  	
  	
  

False	
  



 An	
  AAC	
  system	
  should	
  be	
  a	
  goal	
  for	
  all	
  
people	
  who	
  are	
  non-­‐verbal.	
  

	
  	
  Use	
  your	
  paddle	
  to	
  mark	
  True	
  or	
  False.	
  

AAC	
  Myth	
  



 The	
  goal	
  is	
  to	
  have	
  functional	
  
communication.	
  	
  An	
  AAC	
  system	
  is	
  a	
  
useful	
  tool	
  towards	
  that	
  end.	
  	
  	
  

False	
  



What	
  student	
  are	
  you	
  thinking	
  
about	
  today?	
  



Communica)on	
  Style	
  Assessment	
  



Three	
  Levels	
  of	
  Communica)on	
  
Emerging	
  Communicators	
  

	
  	
  An	
  “emerging”	
  
communicator	
  does	
  not	
  
have	
  a	
  “reliable”	
  method	
  
of	
  “expressive”	
  
communication	
  through	
  
“symbolic”	
  language	
  



Context-­‐Dependent	
  
Communicator	
  

	
  	
  	
  Context-­‐Dependent	
  
Communicator	
  has	
  
“symbolic	
  
Communication”	
  that	
  is	
  
“reliable”	
  but	
  is	
  limited	
  
to	
  particular	
  “contexts”	
  
or	
  “partners.”	
  

www.setbc.org	
  



Independent	
  Communicator	
  

	
  	
  ”the	
  ability	
  to	
  
communicate	
  anything	
  
on	
  any	
  topic	
  to	
  anyone	
  
in	
  any	
  context"	
  

ACTIVITY	
  

www.novita.org	
  





Communica)on	
  Assessment	
  
 All	
  people	
  communicate.	
  	
  There	
  are	
  no	
  
prerequisites	
  for	
  communication.	
  

 Focus	
  on	
  what	
  the	
  student	
  might	
  say;	
  with	
  whom;	
  
for	
  what	
  purpose;	
  in	
  what	
  manner.	
  

 Use	
  natural	
  environments.	
  







Trisha	
  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_n_8VF__WMI	
  



Luke	
  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HQ4oNtChNog&feature=related	
  



Family	
  Interview	
  
Information	
  provides:	
  

  Input	
  from	
  familiar	
  partners	
  
 Communication	
  attempts	
  in	
  different	
  
environments	
  outside	
  of	
  the	
  school	
  
environment	
  

  Ideas	
  for	
  vocabulary	
  



Reinforcers/Mo)vators	
  
 Behavior	
  is	
  communication.	
  
 Motivators	
  help	
  to	
  initiate	
  communication.	
  
 Define	
  the	
  communication	
  and	
  perhaps	
  what	
  
message	
  it	
  conveys.	
  	
  	
  

 Write	
  that	
  information	
  down!	
  

	
  ACTIVITY	
  



What	
  Mo)vates	
  You?	
  



Wisconsin	
  Assis)ve	
  Technology	
  Ini)a)ve	
  



Cri)cal	
  Barriers	
  to	
  AAC	
  
Development	
  

 Communication	
  Partners	
  

 Vocabulary	
  



What	
  is	
  Core	
  Vocabulary?	
  
 Core	
  vocabulary	
  is	
  used	
  to	
  describe	
  words	
  which	
  are	
  
used	
  frequently	
  and	
  across	
  contexts	
  

  	
  Core	
  words	
  are	
  those	
  that	
  are	
  basic	
  to	
  the	
  language	
  
Words	
  like	
  give,	
  big,	
  little,	
  and	
  eat	
  are	
  all	
  examples	
  of	
  
core	
  vocabulary	
  words.	
  	
  

  80%	
  of	
  our	
  what	
  we	
  say	
  is	
  made	
  up	
  of	
  300	
  basic	
  core	
  
words	
  



Core	
  Vocabulary	
  

 Core	
  vocabulary	
  changes	
  depending	
  on	
  the	
  user	
  and	
  
the	
  situation	
  

 Allows	
  for	
  more	
  flexibility	
  of	
  language	
  

 Allows	
  student	
  to	
  generate	
  more	
  language	
  

  It’s	
  fast	
  to	
  use	
  



Core	
  Vocabulary	
  

 What	
  about	
  nouns?	
  	
  	
  
  	
  more	
  context	
  specific	
  

 How	
  do	
  you	
  use	
  core	
  words	
  and	
  nouns	
  in	
  a	
  
communication	
  system?	
  

  For	
  more	
  information,	
  visit	
  www.ttaconline.org	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  A	
  Few	
  Good	
  Words	
  by	
  Barbara	
  Cannon	
  



Core	
  Vocabulary	
  



Context	
  Specific	
  Vocabulary	
  



Core	
  



Vocabulary	
  Selec)on	
  

ACTIVITY	
  



Selec)ng	
  Words	
  

3	
  Volunteers	
  



Other	
  Important	
  Considera)ons	
  
  Symbol	
  Selection	
  

 Objects	
  
  Photos	
  
  TOBI	
  (True	
  Object	
  Based	
  Icon)	
  

  Picture	
  Symbols	
  
 Words	
  

 Device	
  Selection—Feature	
  Match	
  
 Number	
  of	
  Choices,	
  Selection	
  Size,	
  Visual,	
  Dynamic	
  
Display,	
  Portability,	
  Etc.	
  

novitatech.org.au	
  



Teach	
  and	
  Reinforce	
  



Embedding	
  Communica)on	
  	
  



Group	
  Ac5vity	
  
Lap	
  Board	
  



Resources	
  
 Tech	
  Tuesday	
  wiki,	
  
www.ttactechtuesday.pbworks.com	
  

 http://ttac.selfip.org/moodle/course/view.php?id=37	
  

 http://www.patrickecker.org/quickpics.htm	
  

Please	
  complete	
  your	
  evaluations!	
  


